
Constitution

Of the Unity College

Student Government Association

Preamble

We, the students of the Unity College, in order to: (1) provide an organization of self government; (2) promote a clear and continuing exchange of ideas among individuals and groups of the College; (3) participate in formulating objectives and policies of the College and interpreting them to the Student Body to promote public relations to the broader community; (4) organize, provide, and contribute to the regulation of the student activities; (5) foster social, recreational, academic, cultural, and spiritual needs that arise beyond those offered in the formal curriculum and develop leadership therein; (6) advance the welfare of the College community to the fullest extent so that its endeavors may be of lasting value; (7) exhibit concern for the future of the college community; (8) provide to each student those services that are not offered by the college or the community by using fair assessment; and (9) assume the fullest degree of responsibility and power of self government, not inconsistent with the legal responsibility of the College, do ordain and establish this Constitution of the Student Government Association of Unity College for the Student Body.

The intent of this Government is to create a coordinating body which shall: (1) delegate to subsidiary bodies established herein; (2) have the authority of establishing policies and procedures in their stated areas of concern; and (3) provide representation for the student body at large towards all levels of concern. 

Article I

Name and Membership

The name of this organization shall be the Student Government Association of Unity College hereinafter referred to as the Student Government Association (S.G.A).

Membership in the Student Government Association shall be open to all members of the College community who have paid a Student Activity Fee for the term in which they exercise the rights and obligations of membership.

The name President in this document refers to the President of the Student Government Association. The President of the Institution (College) will be referred to as the President of the Institution. 

Article II
Student Government Association

Section 1.


The supreme legislative and executive powers granted in this Constitution shall be vested in a governing body known as the Student Government Association. It shall be the responsibility of the Student Government Association to implement the statements of the Preamble of the Constitution.

Section 2.    Members of the Student Government Association

The Student Government Association shall elect from the Student Body membership, by plurality vote, a President, Vice President, and a Treasurer.


The President, with the advice and approval of the Student Government Association, shall appoint a Secretary.


The Student Government Association shall be derived from the elected representatives, by plurality vote, being made up of two senior class representatives, two junior class representatives, two sophomore class representatives, two in-coming class representatives, one commuter representative, and one residence representative.

Section 3.    Duties and Powers of the Student Government Association
A. The Student Government Association shall be empowered to provide effective communication for relating students to the College with every facet of the College.
B. The Student Government Association shall be empowered to make all Standing Rules necessary to its operation.

C. The Student Government Association shall have the power to review any and all policies, procedures, and actions which it deems inconsistent with the best interests of the Student Body.

D. The Student Government Association shall have the power to recommend the Student Activity Fee with the majority (50% + 1) vote of the student body and to determine the general financial policy of fund distribution, financial control, and audit requirement.

E. The Student Government Association shall have the sole power to approve the charter of any student organization or club.

F. The Student Government Association shall provide for proper and just student elections and the tabulation of results thereof.

G. The Student Government Association shall have the power to delegate to any individual of its membership or officers their duties and responsibilities. All parties are charged with the responsibility of acting in the best interest of the student body.

H. The Student Government Association has the option of a non-student Advisor from the Unity College campus.

I. There shall be a Standing Committee within the Student Government Association known as the Budget Committee.

J. The Student Government Association has the option to have ad-hoc committees. These committees are to be appointed by the President of Student Government Association and are subject to approval by the majority vote of the membership of the Student Government Association.
K. Student Government Association shall intend to have representatives on institutional committees appointed by the President of the Institution.

Article III.
Duties and Responsibilities of Officers

Section 1. Duties and Responsibilities of the President

A. The President shall act as the representative and express the wishes of the Student Government Association and the Student Body in all cases where applicable.

B. The President shall be the student representative of the Board of Trustees.

C. The President or his or her appointees shall be the student representative of committees as requested by the President of the Institution.

D. The President shall call all special meetings of the Student Government Association and all other funded activities.

E. The President shall preside at all meetings of the Student Government Association, Executive Board (consist of President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer of Student Government Association) and Budget Committee.

F. The President shall be responsible for carrying out all action taken by the Student Government Association.

G. The President shall be solely empowered to nominate candidates to fill any vacant Student Government Association positions, providing that the nominee is qualified for the vacated position. In the event that a Special Election is deemed unnecessary, the vacated position will be filled by a majority vote of the Student Government Association (refer to Article III, section 8).
H. The President shall be solely empowered to nominate candidates for the position of Student Government Association Secretary.

I. The President has the power to establish any Student Government Association Committees deemed necessary.

J. The President has the power to appoint any person(s) whose assistance is needed to execute the duties of the office. 

K. The President shall perform such other duties as directed by the Student Body through their representatives on the Student Government Association.

L. The President shall hold a minimum of five office hours per week.

M. The President shall be the contact person for all confidential matters particularly concerning appeals from Community Council and institutional information.

N. The President shall vote only in the case of a tie (vote counts for one.)

Section 2. Duties and Responsibilities of the Vice President

A. The Vice President, in the absence of the President, or at her/his request, shall preside over Student Government Association meetings and assume all duties and responsibilities of the President.

B. The Vice President shall be an ex-officio member of all Student Government Association Committees.

C. The Vice President shall hold a minimum of four office hours per week.

D. The Vice President shall act as a member of the Budget Committee.

E. The Vice President shall perform other duties, directly related to the functions of the Student Government Association as directed by the President.

F. The Vice President shall have one vote.

Section 3. Duties and Responsibilities of the Treasurer
A. The Treasurer shall act as a member of the Budget Committee.

B. The Treasurer shall account for the balance of the budget.

C. The Treasurer shall make available to the Student Body the status of the treasury at the request of any member of the Student Government Association.

D. The Treasurer, in the temporary absence of the President and the Vice President, shall preside over the Student Government Association meetings and assume all duties and responsibilities of the President and Vice President.

E. The Treasurer shall hold a minimum of four office hours per week.

F. The Treasurer shall hold a two-year term unless no persons with this qualification desire to be elected Treasurer. If this occurs the Student Government Association may review possible nominees from the student body and vote on the best nominee (refer to Article III, section 8).
G. The Treasurer shall perform other duties directly related to the functions of the Student Government Association as directed by the President

H. The Treasurer shall have one vote.

Section 4. Duties and Responsibilities of the Secretary
A. The Secretary shall keep an accurate record of all Student Government Association meetings.

B. The Secretary shall make available to the Student Government Association any item of interest to the campus community.

C. The Secretary shall be responsible for carrying on the correspondence of the Student Government Association.

D. The Secretary shall have the right to establish a Secretarial Committee to aid in carrying out the duties of this office.

E. The Secretary shall act as a member of the Budget Committee.

F. The Secretary shall hold a minimum of four office hours per week.

G. The Secretary shall perform other duties directly related to the functions of the Student Government Association as directed by the President.
H. The Secretary shall have one vote.

I. The Secretary will be responsible for the organization of information resources within the office of the Student Government Association.

J. The Secretary will be responsible for writing a summary of the minutes to be submitted for publication in the institution newspaper or otherwise made public after the majority vote of student government has approved this summary.

K. The Secretary, in the temporary absence of the President, Vice President, and Treasurer shall preside over the Student Government Association meetings and assume all duties and responsibilities of the President, Vice President, and Treasurer.

Section 5. Duties and Responsibilities of Representatives
A. Representatives must hold two office hours per week.

B. Representatives will sit on standing committees as appointed by the President.

C. Representatives will be members of the Budget Committee.

D. Representatives may be required to perform other duties directly related to the functions of the Student Government Association as directed by the President.

E. Each Representative will have one vote.

F. The Representatives will notify an officer in advance if they need to be absent from a Student Government meeting. They need to provide an explanation as to why they will be absent. This needs the approval of the executive board of the Student Government Association.
G. Representatives will recruit and chair a class committee.

H. Representatives will schedule a class community meeting.

Section 6. Qualifications of Officers and Representatives
A. Officers and Representatives must be members of the Student Body.

B. Officers and Representatives must be enrolled as full time students.

C. Absence without approval from the executive board of the Student Government Association of two meetings shall be cause for dismissal.

Section 7. Tenure of Officers & Representatives

Elected officers to Student Government Association shall hold office for two consecutive terms (Fall and Spring) with the exception of the Treasurer’s position (four consecutive terms). 
Section 8. Vacancies

All Vacancies of the membership of the Student Government Association shall be filled by plurality vote in a Special Election. This election must be held no later than two weeks after a vacancy opens in the membership of the Student Government Association. Special Elections will always take priority in the event of a vacancy. In the event that the majority of the Student Government Association’s membership deems a Special Election unnecessary the following steps will be taken to fill any and all vacancies:

In the event that an officer’s seat is vacated for any reason whatsoever, the following steps will be taken depending on the seat vacated:

A. Vacated Student Government Association seats with the exception of the President’s seat- At the next regularly scheduled meeting, the presiding officer of the Student Government Association shall nominate a replacement. The presiding officer shall be the only person to nominate candidates and shall continue to nominate candidates until majority approval by the voting members of the Student Government Association is achieved. This shall be conducted until the vacancy is filled.
B. Vacated Student Government Association President seat- At the earliest time the Vice-President should call a special Student Government Association meeting. The Vice-President shall assume all duties and responsibilities of the office of the President and proceed to nominate candidates for the office of the Vice-President as provided for in section 7-A above.

C. Vacated Student Government Association President and Vice-President seat- 
1. In the event that the President and Vice-President positions are vacated simultaneously from Term I (Fall semester) through the end of Term II (Spring semester), the Treasurer will become acting President until nominations for the two positions can be acquired from the Student Body and a vote of the Student Government Association can be taken. This vote must be unanimous.

2. In the event that the President and Vice-President positions are vacated simultaneously during the summer before the first Student Government Association meeting of Semester I, the Treasurer will become acting President until a vote of the student body can be taken to fill the vacated positions. This election is not to exceed one school calendar month from the start of Semester I.

Article V.

Elections
A. Elections for all elected Student Government Association members (except in-coming class representatives) shall be held no sooner than two weeks after the start of Term 2, and no later than four weeks after the start of Term 2.
B. Elections of the In-Coming Class Representatives shall be held no sooner than one week after the beginning of Term 1 of a new school year, and no later than five weeks after the beginning of Term 1.

C. Students may only vote for representative positions of their demographic standing.
D. Voting shall be by secret ballot only and successful candidates for positions decided by plurality. 

E. In case of tie votes or contested votes, the Student Government Association in office at that time shall convene before seven calendar days have passed and vote to break the tie or render a decision as to the validity of the contested votes.

F. Winners will be declared publicly as soon as the results are known.

G. Special Elections will always be called in the event of a vacancy in both the President and Vice-President’s seats. In the event of all other vacancies, election by nomination and approval by majority vote of the Student Government Association maybe substituted in place of a Special Election. (See Article III, Section 8).
H. Those running for office in elections shall not post propaganda within the voting booth area, other than a Student Government approved copy of their election essay. They shall not approach the voting booth except to place their own vote for elections.

Article VI.

Procedures For Dismissal


The members of the Student Government Association have the right and responsibility to expel any member of the Student Government Association that it decides has violated any of the provisions of the Constitution in the following manner:
A. A 50% + 1 vote of the Student Government Association is necessary to initiate discussion of dismissal of any member (refer to Article IX).
B. A 2/3 vote of the full Student Government Association is necessary to expel any member. The resulting vacancy to be filled according to provisions of this Constitution (refer to Article IX).
C. A petition having the signatures of 50% + 1 of the total Student Body for dismissal of any member of the Student Government Association will be honored by the Student Government Association and dismissal procedures will begin under the provisions of the Constitution (refer to Article IX).
D. Anyone under review for dismissal shall have all of his or her powers suspended until all procedures have ended (refer to Article IX).
E. This dismissal discussion shall be in executive session if desired by the Student Government Association or the Representative or Officer in question (refer to Article IX).
F. The expulsion of a Representative or Officer shall not be in the same meeting as the question of dismissal is brought forth (refer to Article IX).
Article VII.

Meetings


The Student Government Association shall have a meeting not later than ten calendar days after the completion of the In-coming class elections.


The Student Government Association shall meet at least once per week unless other arrangements have been made.


The President of the Student Government Association may call additional meetings at any time.


All meetings of the Student Government Association shall be open to every member of the Student Body.


All meetings of the Student Government Association shall be advertised or in any other way become public knowledge of the Student Body.


Members of the Student Body may address the Student Government Association at the discretion of the presiding officer.

Meetings of the Student Government Association shall be conducted according to the parliamentary procedure as stated in Robert’s Rules of Order.

Article VIII.

Judicary

The President shall have the power to nominate a Community Council Chairperson and a representative that the Student Government Association will then approve or disapprove their nomination. They shall judge on all minor infractions of the Student Code. All major cases will be dealt with by the Administration. Community Council will determine what infractions will be judged and what the penalties will be. All appeals to Student Government Association will follow the guidelines of the Student Handbook of that academic year.

The membership of Community Council and the Residence Judicial Board shall be determined as detailed in the Student Handbook of that academic year.

Article IX.

Quorum


There must be a quorum of 50% + 1 of voting of all the elected and nominated members of the Student Government Association in attendance at a meeting of the Student Government Association to conduct any business that requires a vote of the members.

Article X.
Budget Committee

Section 1. Purpose

It is the responsibility of the Budget Committee to meet with club officers and accept or deny proposed budgets and to allocate funds to clubs. The Budget Committee is charged to carry out their tasks in an unbiased, equitable, and efficient manner.
Section 2. Members
Chairperson and Representatives to the Budget Committee will be as follows:

A. The President of Student Government Association will serve as the Chairperson of the Budget Committee.

B. The full Student Government Association will make up the Budget Committee.

Section 3. Approval of Budgets:
A. The Budget Committee shall take a vote of confidence within the committee to allocate funds to each club. They shall approve all of the allocation of the monies to the clubs in its entirety.
B. Each member of the Committee shall carry one vote except for the President of the Student Government Association who only votes if there is a tie.

C. The Budget Committee will present a proposed budget for each academic term to the Student Government Association for approval.

D. The Student Government Association will vote on the proposed budgets and may make changes to the budgets as deemed necessary.

Article XII.

Club Proceedings

A. Club night will be held during the second or third week of each semester.

B. Club budgets proposals must be ready to submit to the Student Government Association within two weeks after club night.
C. The President of an established club or of a newly formed club will present a Budget Proposal Package to the Student Government Association.

D. All Clubs must follow the rules and regulations as stated in the Club Handbook, which is to be dispersed to the student body.
E. Clubs must have at least six members and maintain six members throughout the semester. Agendas and minutes from the club meetings must be recorded, they are to be submitted upon request to the Student Government Association.
F. Clubs must meet at least once a month.

G. Clubs must also follow the guidelines of the Student Handbook.

H. The President and Treasurer of all clubs must meet, when deemed necessary, with the President and Treasurer of Student Government Association to review financial books and discuss other issues.

I. Failure to meet all the guidelines set forth in this section may result in a freeze of club funds and the possible termination of the club.
J. Clubs must have an active advisor who works with the club on a regular basis.

K. The Treasurer of the Student Government Association must sign all purchase orders and check requests.

L. The Treasurer of the Student Government Association may delegate permission to sign all purchase orders and check requests to either the President or the Vice-President of the Student Government Association in the event of the Treasurer’s absence.
Article XIII.
Allocation of Funds

A. Club funding will be determined based upon the intended purpose/use of the club funds, previous club accomplishments, community service, fundraising, and involvement within the college community.

B. Student Government Association must approve all funds that are to be used for membership fees to professional societies.

C. Club equipment is property of the Student Government Association if the club is no longer in existence or breaks up. All items must be brought to the Student Government Association.

D. New Clubs will be allocated a maximum of $100.00 initially. Additional funding to a club may be requested at a later time.

E. Student Government Association has the power to spend funds as seen fit by the Student Government Association with a 50% +1 vote.
Article XIV. 

Amendments
Amendment F (to Section XIII). The Student Government Association will set aside no less than 7.0% of the total budget at the Budget Committee meeting during each semester for use by the Director of Adventure Experiences or whoever fills the position.
Amendment G (to Section XIII). All proposals presented will be tabled for one week and discussed in executive session at the end of the next SGA meeting and voted on. All votes will be recorded and disclosed in the minutes after the votes have been cast. 

Amendment H (to Section XIII). The student government budget will be split after add drop period between the SGA and Student Activities. Student Activities will receive no less than 40% of the total budget. Increasing the amount given to Student Activities will be at the discretion of the voting members of the SGA.
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